PREPARE WEEK

Month 8: MASTERPIEC

“God, | am Your masterpiece!”

“Father, help us reach EVERY LAST ONE on our campus with Your HOPE!”

WELCOME

LEADER TIP: Arriving early to pray over the room, playing worship live or on a
bluetooth speaker, and greeting attendees as they enter, creates an environment that
welcomes God’s presence and people well.

(Leader)

I Scripture:

Welcome:

(Leader) I

SAY: Welcome to First Priority! We are so glad you are here today! This
year we have been talking about our identity in Jesus. Each month we
learn about a specific characteristic of our identity. This month we have
been talking about what it means to be God’s masterpiece! So far, we have
heard about God’s heart for us and the opportunity we have with Him to
overcome obstacles in our lives. Each week features a piece from our
HOPE strategy. The P in HOPE stands for PREPARE! This is PREPARE Week.
Our PREPARE GOAL is for each of us to stay prepared to share about
Jesus, and be confident to declare, “God, | am Your masterpiece!”

(Leader) I

LEADER TIP: Feel free to add your own words to this prayer.

SAY: Let’s pray, “Father, thank You for how You have been thinking about
every single one of us since before the beginning of time! Thank You that /
am here today at (school name) with my classmates and friends! | would
not want to be anywhere else. We welcome Your presence into this room
today. Speak to our hearts and help us stay prepared to share about You!
In Jesus’ Name, amen.” (Ephesians 1:4; Psalm 22:3)

WORSHIP orrona

(Leader)

Prayer:

Worship Transition Talk:

SAY: King David was a man who loved to worship and sing to God! So, in a moment of
distress and worry, he was prepared to encourage himself in God’s strength.

(1 Samuel 30:6) In Psalm 103:1-2 he says, "Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is
within me, bless his holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his
benefits."” David commanded his soul, mind, will, and emotions to praise and worship
God no matter what he was actually feeling. This is something we can do today! No
matter how we are feeling, we can encourage ourselves to worship God, and to
receive His true love and peace in the middle of any situation! Let’s worship!

I Worship: (Leader)

Worship song(s) length:
LEADER TIP: You have the option for worship led live by students or by a lyric video.
Test everything and prepare WELL BEFORE club time, ensuring all technology
functions properly. Students have vastly different worship experiences and
backgrounds. For everyone to confidently sing and enter God's presence in worship,
itis best to have lyrics prepared in a slides presentation or on paper.

Song Suggestion:

TOPIC: SONG: ARTIST:
God my Creator Creator Phil Wickham
God my Provider Jireh Elevation & Maverick City Worship

(Leader)

LEADER TIP: Worship PREPARES the “soil” of our hearts to receive the “seed” of
God’s Word. (Luke 8:11-15) Feel free to add your own words to this prayer.

SAY: “Lord, Your Word says that ‘all scripture is God-breathed,’ or inspired by Your
Spirit. This means that everything, from the Old Testament prophecies to the New
Testament letters, speaks straight to our hearts so we can hear Your loving voice
for our lives! Jesus, as we learn from You today, speak to us through Your Word so
that we may know our identity as Your masterpiece. Through knowing You, Your
Word, and who You have created us to be, we can stay prepared to share Your
Good News of life, love and salvation with our classmates as well! In Jesus’ Name |
pray, amen.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:12-13; Ephesians 2:10)

I Message Transition Prayer:

SAY: Our identity verse this month is Ephesians 2:10. It says, “For
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

I Message: (Leader)

LEADER TIP: One or more leaders may present the message. If you’d like to write the
message in your own words, use the MESSAGE TIPS portion of the CLUB PLAN
TEMPLATE provided at the end of this week’s lesson.

SAY: The first thing we learned about God this year was that He is our
Creator and we are His creation. (Genesis 1:26-27) Some of us enjoy
creating things such as paintings, videos, clothing, songs, or other
things. After we create, our goal is not to destroy our creation. NO, our
goal is to put it on display and show off the preparation we put into our
creation. God is the same way! God knows the plans He has for you. He
has plans to give you hope and a future! (Jeremiah 29:11) Our verse this
month even says that God prepared good works for us that we should
walk in them! There is a specific purpose and plan God has for every last
one of us! First He created you, then He designed what you would do.

God is such an amazing Creator! Just think about everything in the world
that was created since the first words He spoke. The details in His
masterpiece are unlike anything! God set the sun, moon and stars in its
place. He put earth at the perfect distance from the sun for us to enjoy
the light and warmth. Every part of the earth, including the trees, plants
and animals, is all set to interact perfectly and live in harmony together
- a masterpiece! That kind of detail and intentionality from our Creator
is mind blowing! (Genesis 1 and 2)

During the 1500s in the country of England, some experts saved the
word “masterpiece” mostly for the structure of buildings. In some
Christian cultures, the idea and creation of a masterpiece became a way
to worship God. Some artists would paint and sculpt likenesses of
people to show the beauty God created as a way to honor Him. In the
artistic world, a masterpiece needed to show not just quality, but
extraordinary quality.

When God created everything in the sky, on the earth, and in the seas,
the Bible says He called it “good.” (Genesis 1:1-25) When He created us
in His image, we were the only thing He called “very good.” (Genesis
1:26-31) God was incredibly detailed in creating the vast universe, but
was uniquely intentional in only creating mankind in His direct image as
His masterpiece!

In Matthew chapter six verses 25 through 34 Jesus says, “That is why |
tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough
food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and
your body more than clothing? Look at the birds. They don’t plant or
harvest or store food in barns, for your Heavenly Father feeds them.
And aren’t you far more valuable to Him than they are? Can all your
worries add a single moment to your life? And why worry about your
clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They don’t
work or make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not

dressed as beautifully as they are. (continue on back)
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M ESSAG E (continued) I Promo/Announcements:

And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today
and thrown into the fire tomorrow, He will certainly care for you. Why
do you have so little faith? So don’t worry about these things, saying,
‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ These
things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your Heavenly
Father already knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above
all else, and live righteously, and He will give you everything you need.
So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own
worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

Many people in school, and especially on social media, try to tell us
who they think we should be, what we should look like, and what we
should be doing. But we know that we are God’s masterpiece! No
matter what name or label people may try to put on us, we know our
Creator and Heavenly Father says that we are HIS, and He calls us by
name! (Isaiah 43:1; John 10:3) His opinion is the only one that truly
matters.

When | read God’s Word it speaks directly to my heart and brings so
much peace to me in the middle of the confusion and chaos of the
world. (Hebrews 4:12; John 14:27) Jesus has changed how | think, speak
and act. (1 Corinthians 13:11-13) He came to this earth full of grace and
truth, (John 1:14) and the Bible says He is coming back again to bring
us to heaven with Him forever! (John 14:2-3; Philippians 3:20-21;
Revelation 22:7) We are His masterpiece, and He is coming back for us!
Let’s stay prepared for His return, but also do our part to help prepare
every last one in our school, home, and city. We can do this by sharing
the Good News of His love, life, death, resurrection, and salvation for
eternal life!

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT.....,

LEADER TIP: If you have time available, discuss these questions in a small group or
large group setting. For small groups, select a leader for each group.

(Leader)

I Group Questions:

IMPORTANT: If discussion or a student’s personal question(s) drift toward topics too lengthy or
difficult for the time allotted, please encourage them to ask the adult leaders in the room after the
meeting or refer them to their parents or pastors after school.

(Example: “That’s a great question. Let’s ask after the club today or after school.”)

GROUP LEADER(S) SAY:
1.When you hear the word “masterpiece,” what comes to your mind?
2.What are some things that can distract us from seeing ourselves as a
beautiful masterpiece created in God’s image?
3.Reaching EVERY LAST ONE starts with the NEXT ONE! Do you have a
name or face in mind that could be the NEXT ONE you share Jesus with
or invite to First Priority next week?

CLOSING

(Leader)

Identity Statement:

SAY: Luke 12:7 says, “Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”
God was very detailed about all of His creation in Genesis chapter one.
He is just as specific today as He cares about all the details of our lives!
Therefore, | can confidently declare, “God, | am Your masterpiece!”

“God, | am Your masterpiece!”

(Leader)

SAY: We can’t wait to see you next week! We will be sharing the
Good News about Jesus and giving an opportunity for our
classmates to make a decision during our club time to begin
following Him! Don’t forget to follow our club on social media!
LEADER TIP: Your social media team members may want to create a graphic to post
with this month’s verse or the Identity Statement. Encourage your classmates to
follow the club’s social media account, if you have one, and share graphics for

upcoming club meetings and events. Sample wording for the graphic:
“God, | am Your masterpiece!” - Ephesians 2:10

IMPORTANT: If your club doesn’t have a social media account, check with your Faculty Sponsor for
approval.

I Closing Prayer:

(Leader)

LEADERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES

1.Dismiss attendees to class based upon Faculty Sponsor’s direction.
2.Clean your club meeting space, removing any trash.
3.Reset all items in your club meeting space to their original positions.

CLUB PLAN TEMPLATE

LEADER TIP: Use this template to write or type out your own plan on a separate
piece of paper for PREPARE WEEK based upon Ephesians 2:10 and this week’s
PREPARE GOAL.

THIS WEEK’S PREPARE GOAL:
Our PREPARE GOAL is for each of us to stay prepared to share about
Jesus, and be confident to declare, “God, | am Your masterpiece!”

LEADER TIP: Make sure you know the length of your club time and how long you
desire each section of your plan to last.

Time:

Welcome:

Prayer:

Worship:

Identity Verse: Ephesians 2:10

Message:

MESSAGE TIPS:

1.Look at this week’s existing scripted message for ideas and inspiration.

2.Use additional scripture references to support and to bring further understanding
to this week’s Identity verse.

3.No matter how long you have been serving the Lord, IT'S ALWAYS BEST to share
your message ahead of time with your parent, pastor, First Priority Campus Coach
or a First Priority staff member BEFORE sharing it with the full club. Ask them to
look over it with you and give their prayerful feedback.

“Let’s Talk About It” Questions:
LEADER TIP: Use scripted questions provided or create your own.

IMPORTANT: If discussion or a student’s personal question(s) drift toward topics too lengthy or
difficult for the time allotted, please encourage them to ask the adult leaders in the room after the
meeting or refer them to their parents or pastors after school.

(Example: “That’s a great question. Let’s ask after the club today or after school.”)

Promo/Announcements:
Closing Prayer:



