


Raising up a Generation for the Kingdom
For the past 25 years, First Priority has worked to see the Hope of Christ in every student across the Greater-Birmingham 
Area. During this time, we have seen hundreds of thousands of lives transformed for the Kingdom. We thank God for His 
great power and we give Him all the praise and glory for these changed lives.

During the 2015-2016 school year, out of the schools that reported, over 13,210 students attended First Priority and FPKids 
every week when school was in session; and we are excited to announce that nearly 750 students made a decision for 
Christ on their school campus. There were countless more salvation decisions at First Priority sponsored events throughout 
this school year as well. These students were followed-up with to be discipled and become involved with a local church. 
Wow, God is good!

FPKids was a hit again this year with nearly 4,000 students in attendance each week. FPKids is a First Priority curriculum for 
elementary and intermediate schools. Our mission is to reach students with Christ at a younger age.

The public school is the largest mission field in America. Students on our campuses work each week to ensure the Gospel 
is spread throughout their school. They are unashamed and eager to share their faith and help their friends mature in 
their relationship with Christ. The desire to see their friends accept the love and message of Jesus Christ is evident in the 
number of salvations reported for this school year. While students are reaching students, God is at work shaping lives.

In my 20 years of working with this great ministry, I can tell you that First Priority works and that lives are truly being 
changed. I am very blessed to have witnessed the incredible transformation of students first-hand. With this movement, all 
it takes is one student and an entire school and generation can be changed for Christ. God is truly amazing and we know 
He can do anything. We can’t wait to see how He is going to move in our schools and through our students in the years to 
come. None of this would be possible without your help!

There are several ways you can get involved:

Pray
This ministry can never be what God truly 
wants it to be without consistent prayer. 

Please pray for our staff, volunteers, 
faculty sponsors, campus coaches, 

students and schools. When you pass by a 
school, pray for that school. Pray for those 
students who don’t know Christ. Pray that 
Christian students will be bold in sharing 

their faith.

Participate
First Priority is always in need of 
volunteers. Most of the students 

in our schools will never step foot 
in a church, but they will attend 
school. We need to go to them. 

Encourage members of your church 
to get involved with First Priority 

and to participate and connect with 
students on our campuses. E-mail 

us at info@firstpriorityal.com to get 
involved.

Promote
Share the vision and mission of First 

Priority within your circle of influence. 
Pray about who would be blessed and 
interested to know about and support 
the mighty work that God is doing on 

our school campuses. We have a lot of 
resources available that you can share 

with others.

Provide
Support First Priority financially and help ensure that every student in our area 
is reached with the hope of Christ. It takes $3,000 to fund each school that we 
serve. I would like to encourage you to help support one or several of the more 
than 200 schools across the Greater-Birmingham Area.



“I was introduced to First Priority while 
a student at Samford University. Being a 

recent high school graduate, I immediately 
believed in the vision and knew it would be 

effective in reaching teenagers. Over the 
years, I have participated in many parts of 

the First Priority strategy. It’s now my honor 
to help guide the ministry into the future as a 

member of the Board of Directors.”
– Gary Wright, 

Retail & Small Business Banking Executive, 
SVP, Cadence Bank N.A.

“First Priority gives me the opportunity to 
share my faith on my school campus.”

– Fultondale High School Student

“We saw much better leadership at First Priority this year. Several 
students really stepped-up and took the lead. I feel we moved students 
one step along as we had several that read the Bible more than they 
ever had before, we had several that prayed more than they ever had 
before, and we gained new leaders. I really enjoyed watching the Lord 
work through the students.” 
– Coach Danny Ward, Teacher Sponsor

“I have really enjoyed being a 
teacher sponsor. It has been 

such a joy to see students that 
have a heart for God and who 

are seeking to follow Him. I 
have also learned much about 
persistence, as some weeks our 
numbers were very small. The 
Lord has worked and opened 

my eyes to see that even when 
we have just five students in 
attendance, God’s Word will 

not return void. This was very 
humbling since I get excited 

about our numbers!” 
– Ms. Allison Plunkett, Teacher 

Sponsor

Impacting our Schools

“First Priority Greater Birmingham has had a never ending and truly 
inspiring impact on my life. From 2010-2014, I was questioning God asking 
Him, “Why?” First Priority Greater Birmingham helped me find the answer 
to that question when I began attending regularly at my high school. This 
showed that even though I was a freshman in high school, God would still 
listen to me and help change my life. I think First Priority is very important. 
When students are struggling from anything, from a small fender bender to 
multiple major deaths in their family, First Priority is there to support them. 
They are constantly offering loving support and encouragement. You don’t 

even have to ask; they can tell and step up to the plate to help you.”
- Jennifer, Student Leader 



Leader’s Summit 2016
More than 700 students, teachers, youth leaders and parents from nearly 70 
intermediate, middle, junior high and high schools across Central Alabama 
attended First Priority’s 11th Annual Leader’s Summit. “I’m Not Ashamed,” based 
from Romans 1:16 in the Bible was this year’s theme: “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.” Witnessing students take a stand for Christ and sharing 
His love has always been the main focus of First Priority. Students joined together 
this year with that in mind.

Praise and Worship Band The Multis Project kicked-off the morning with upbeat and interactive music that led students 
into the presence of God. Students enjoyed a day of intense training that began with First Priority President and Priority 
Talk Radio Show Host Greg Davis. Greg challenged students to speak the name of Jesus and to speak it with boldness 
and believe. Greg talked through “I am” declarations, which set the tone for passion and pursuit for students. First Priority 
Founder Benny Proffitt joined Greg onstage and inspired students to keep the Gospel torch lit and not grow weary in being 
a missionary on their campus. Christian Rap Artist Sanchez Tannehill then took the stage with his enthusiasm and talent. 
He challenged students to never underestimate God’s power in us to do great things for His Kingdom. Students then heard 
from Pastor and Evangelist Ed Newton who challenged them to share the Gospel and understand that evangelism is not 
about us but those we are sharing the hope of Christ with.
 
Former NFL Player, Jeremy Towns, shared his testimony with students and challenged them to speak out about Jesus and 
not be afraid to share the Gospel. Actor and Musician, Matthew Schuler, concluded the day by reminding students to be 
who God calls them to be. He shared a song with students to close out the conference.

“I Love the diversity that was represented at the 
Leader’s Summit. I also loved watching the students 
that I brought take notes. Days later, I asked one of the 
students if she remembered what was said about how 
to talk to students about Jesus and she said it pretty 
much word for word! It was one of the best leadership 
summits I’ve been to. The First Priority staff put on a 
class A, number one event, not only for the students 
but for the glory of God and His kingdom.”
- Debbie Marshall, First Priority Campus Coach

“I really enjoyed everything about the conference. I loved 
hearing from all of the speakers, but my favorite was probably 
Ed Newton. Ed described how to share Jesus with people in 
a way that made so much sense and I thought he had a lot 
of really good ideas. Attending the conference made me feel 
very thankful to be a part of First Priority, and I’m glad I had 
the opportunity to attend.”
- McKenzie, First Priority Student Leader



Raising Up Leaders
Our culture is changing vastly and First Priority is working to change 
with it. We just completed our fourth year implementing FPKids, a 
strategy for churches and parents to partner together around schools 
to empower elementary and intermediate students to influence their 
school with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This year, over 40 schools and 
nearly 4,000 students participated in FPKids. The FPKids strategy focuses 
on teaching students to know and do what “Jesus Said.” The curriculum 
consists of four parts that are repeated every month: Read It, See It, Live 
It, Tell It. Each month, students Read and learn what Jesus Said; they See 
how His teaching changes them and the marks it leaves on them; they 
experience real ways to Live out the truth with love; and they encourage 
each other to Tell others about Jesus. FPKids is taking God’s Word and 
putting it into action on campus.

FPKids has been a great success this school year. Several new clubs were 
started; among those include North Highlands Elementary. More than 15 
teachers and community leaders met back in October for a quick FPKids 
training gearing up to implement a new club after school. They officially 
kicked off November 17. Over 100 students came to the first meeting with 
their Bibles in hand ready to learn what Jesus said. One of the many amazing 
things about FPKids is the willingness of fourth and fifth grade students who are 
excited about praying for their school. Not only are they willing to pray, they’re 
willing to let others know that Jesus is the only way to Heaven - John 14:6.

Oak Grove Elementary School also started FPKids this school year. Approximately 
116 kids attended the first meeting. One hundred Bibles were generously 
donated to the club at the beginning of the year for every student to use. Here is 
an example of the blessings received from the teacher sponsors: “I had a mom tell 
me that her child is getting baptized Sunday. She told me that she wanted it to 
be her child’s decision and that she knew what she was doing by being baptized 
and living for Christ. So I asked if the child really understood what she was doing 
and the mom told me, ‘Because of you and Mrs. Jenny she knows exactly what she 
is doing.’ I was so proud at that moment. Those are the small rewards we have 
received from this great ministry.”

We hear stories just like this every week from our different FPKids clubs. The staff 
at First Priority is very thankful for all the prayers and support from the local 
community. We praise God for all He has done and the seeds of life planted in 
students’ hearts.



We Love our 
Teacher Sponsors
On Monday, May 9, 2016, First Priority held its first ever 
Teacher Appreciation Dinner to recognize, honor and 
encourage our faculty sponsors for their hard work 
and dedication to students. We couldn’t do what we do 
without them! Upon arrival, each of our teachers received 
a nice gift as our token of appreciation, and then they 
and their guests enjoyed a casual and relaxing evening at 
Scott’s Downtown.

Our program began with a welcome and prayer, followed 
by a wonderful dinner catered by Scott’s. First Priority 
Area Director James Cato then shared several, “You 
might be a teacher sponsor if” statements. Some were 
funny while others more serious including, “You might 
be a teacher sponsor if you find joy in arriving early to 
school to open your classroom for students to meet for 
First Priority instead of it being a burden.”  James prayed 
over our teachers and told them they are more than 
teachers, they’re missionaries. First Priority President Greg 
Davis then continued our program by sharing a little bit 
of First Priority history and how FPKids began. He then 
introduced our special guest speaker, WDJC Radio Show 
Host Roxanne Richardson.

Roxanne began by encouraging teachers telling them 
they are fearfully and wonderfully made, and that they 
show light early in the morning before children. She 
based her message from John 14:12, “Very truly I tell you, 
whoever believes in me will do the works I have been 
doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father.” Roxanne said, “To 
those of us who believe, Jesus said to do this. You are all 
God’s original work of art; you are real and authentic. 
There’s only one of you and you can’t be replicated.” She 
then shared several points on how teachers can do our 
Father’s works each day on the school campus.

First Priority Area Director Debi DeBoer then shared a 
few stats and stories about God’s work in our schools. 
Debi’s daughter Lindi shared her First Priority experience 
over the years. The evening closed with a couple of 
teachers who shared about what God has done in their 
First Priority clubs this school year. Teachers mentioned 
that prayers have been answered. “Students outside of 
First Priority are becoming suspicious; they want to learn 
about the Bible. For some students, First Priority is their 
church; this is where they hear about Jesus.”

This school year, middle and high school clubs began 
implementing First Priority’s HOPE Strategy, a 4-week cycle 
that is repeated every month:

Help Week - Equips and empowers student leaders to 
share the love and message of Jesus to their friends 
who have questions about their faith.

Overcome Week - Allows student leaders to be 
encouraged by a peer or an adult leader that they are 
“Called to Prayer” throughout their lives.

Prepare Week - Allows student leaders to share their 
story of what their life was like without Christ as 
opposed to the fullness of their new life with Christ.

Engage Week - Trains student leaders choosing to 
impact their classmates with the Gospel of Jesus.

To assist with carrying out this strategy, First Priority 
developed the HOPE curriculum, a comprehensive, 
informational packet of resources that leads, guides and 
directs teacher sponsors, campus coaches and students as 
they prepare for their meetings. Teachers informed us that 
the HOPE curriculum was very exciting. It raised the bar for 
students and provided valuable resources for them to be 
successful. We have seen a lot more student-led clubs on 
multiple weeks because of this curriculum.
 
We have received more and more reports of the impact First 
Priority is making on unchurched students. These students 
thirst for God but can’t make it to church on Sunday because 
they live in a family that doesn’t go to church. We have 
seen students grow in taking leadership who would not get 
that experience if it wasn’t for First Priority. We have seen 
lives changed due to the power of prayer. The great things 
happening in our clubs for God’s Kingdom is endless! The 
public school is the largest mission field in America. Students 
on our campuses work each week to ensure the Gospel is 
spread throughout their school. They are unashamed and 
eager to share their faith and help their friends mature in 
their relationship with Christ. The desire to see their friends 
accept the love and message of Jesus Christ is evident in 
the number of salvations reported each school year. While 
students are reaching students, God is at work shaping lives.



First Priority connects the CHURCH to the 
CAMPUS to share CHRIST with students. 
The success of First Priority begins and 
ends with the local church. FP students, 
youth pastors and faculty sponsors all 
belong to a local congregation. Once a 
student receives Christ on campus, they 
are encouraged to connect to the body 
of Christ where they can grow in their 
new faith. God’s plan is for them to be 
discipled in the local church. That is why 
we intentionally network local youth 
workers and help the local church have 
effective youth pastors and ministries. 
We also hold quarterly city-wide campus 
ministry network lunches to encourage 
and equip youth 
leaders.

On September 23, 2015, more than 25,000 local students participated in See 
You at the Pole (SYATP). Millions of students were involved globally. Before 
school, students joined together at their school’s flagpole in prayer for 
their friends, school, city, state, nation and the world. Many lives were 
touched, changed and challenged by one of the nation’s largest prayer 

movements. The 2015 SYATP theme 
was “UNITED” based from the 
scripture verse Acts 1:14 - “They all 
met together and were constantly 
UNITED in prayer.” The theme 
message encouraged us to commit 
to global unity in Christ and prayer 
for this generation. With the current 
state of our country, we believe the 
theme was perfect.

Thousands of students also 
participated in SYATP rallies held 
across the state on the evening of 
September 23. There were many 
decisions made for Christ on this 
momentous day.

“You can never take God out of schools as 
long as you have God’s people here.”
– Matt, local youth pastor

“I encouraged students today with the 
following message: When you tell a 

student you will pray for them, pray for 
them immediately on the spot! It will 

make people curious about what you are 
doing and make what you’re doing more 
real to the person you are praying for.”

– Kaleb, student leader

Partnering with the Local Church to Reach Students




